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in Prayer, Singing ,Counfelling and Conferring. There feemed 
to be a confequent happy Effec? of that Meeting to feve.al , ar- 
ticular Perfons, and in the State of Religion in the Tewn in 
general. After this were Afeetings from Time to Time at- 
tended with like Appearances. Buta little after it, at the 
Conclufion of the publick Exercife on the Sabbath, I ap- 
pointed the Children that were under fixteen Years of Age to go 
from the Meeting-Houfe to a neighbour Houje ; that I there 
might further inforce what they had heard in public’, 
and might give in fome Counfels proper for their Age. ‘The 
Children were there very generally and greatly affected with 
the Warnings and Counfels that were given them, and many 
exceedingly overcome ; and the Room was filled with Cries : 
and when they were difmifled, they, almoft all ot them,z ent 
home crying aloud through the Streets, to all Parts of the T. wn. 
The /ike Appearances attended feveral fuch Meetings of C/il- 
dren that were appointed. But their Affections appeared by 
what followed to be of avery different Nature: in many 
they appeared to be indeed but childifh Affections ; and ina 
Day or two would leave ’em as they were before: ctivers 
were deeply imprefled ; their Conviétions tool fa! held of 
them, and abode by them: and there were f me tiat from 
one Meeting to another feem’d extraordinarily affected for 
fome Time, to but little Purpofe, their Affections prefently 
vanifhing, from Time to Time ; but yet afterwards were 
feized with abiding Convictions, and theirA ffeétions became 
durable. 

About the middle of the Summer, I call’d together the yourg 
People that were Communicants, from fixtcen to twenty fix. ears 
of Age to my Houfe ; which proved to be a moft happy Meet- 
ing: many feemed to be very greatly and moft agreably af- 
fected with thofe Views which excited Humility, Se!t-Con- 
demnation, Self-Abhorrence, Love and Joy : many fainted 
under thefe Affections. We had /everal Meetings that Sum- 
mer of young People attended with like Appearances. It \. as 
about that Time that there firft bezan to be eryings out in the 
Meeting- Houfe ; which feveral Times occalion’d many of the 
Congregation to ftay in the Houfe, after the publickExercife 
was over, to confer with thofe who feemed to be overcome 
with religious Convictions and Affections ; which was fou id 
to tend much to the Propagation of their Imprefic ns, with 
lafting Effect upon many ; Conference being at thee Times 
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commonly joined with Prayer and Singing. — In the Summer 
and Fal! the Children in various Parts of the Town had reli- 
gious Mcetings by themfelves for Prayer, fometimes joined 
with Fa/fing ; wherein many of them feemed to be greatly 
and properly affected, and ‘I hope fome of them favingly 
wre ght upon. 

The Months of Auguff and September were the moft re- 
maikable of any this Year, for Appearances of Conviétion and 
Converfion of Sinners, and great Revivings, Quickenings, and 
Comforts of Profeffors, and for extraordinary external Effects 
ot thefe Things. It was a very frequent Thing to fee an 
Houje full ot Out-cries, Faintings, Convuljons and fuch like, 
both with Diftref/s, and alfo with Admrration and Joy. Tt 
was not the Manner here to hold Meetings all Night, as in 
fome Places, nor was it common to Continue ’em ’till very 
late in the Night: but it was pretty often fo that there 
were me that were fo affected, and their Bodies fo 
overcome, that they could not go home, but were obliged 
to ftay all Night at the Houfe where they were. “There was 
no Difference that | know of here, with Regard to thefe 
extraoruinary Effects, in Meetings in the Nbrbe, and in the 
Day Time : the Meetings in which thefe Effeéts appeared 
in the Evening, being commonly begun, and their extraor- 
dinary Effets, in the Day, and continued in the Evening ; 
and fome Meetings have been very remarkable for fuch ex- 
tra rdinary Effetis that were both begun and finithed in the 
Day ‘Time. 

There was an Appearance of a gloriousProgrefs of the Work 
of God upon the Hearts of Sinners in Convistion and Conver- 
fin this Summer and Fall ; and great Numbers, I think we 
haveReafon to hope, were brought favingly home toCHrisT. 
But this was remarkable, the Work of Gop in his Infuen- 
ces of this Nature, feem’d to be almoft wholly upon a new 
Generation ; thofe that were not come to Years of Difcre- 
tion in that wonderful Seafon mime Years azo, Children, or 
thofe that were then Children : Others that had enjoyed that 
former glorious Opportunity without any Appearanc e of fav- 
ing Benetit, feem’d now to be almoft wholly pafs’d over and 
let alone. But mow we had the moft wonderfulWork among. 
Children that ever was in NORTHAMPTON. The former 
great Out-powering of the Spirit was remarkable for In- 
fluences upon the Minds of Children, beyond all that had 
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ever been before ; but this far exceeded that. Indeed as to 
Influences on the Minds of Profeffors, this Work was by no 
Means confined to a new Generation : many of allAges par- 
took of it: but yet, in this Refpect it was more general on 
thofe that were of the younger Sort. Many that had former- 
ly been wrought upon, that in the Times of our Declenfion 
had fallen into Decays, and had in a great Meafure left 
Gop, and gone after the World, now pafs’d under a very 
remarkable new Work of the Spirit of Gop, as if they 
had been the Subjects of a fecond Converfion. They were firft 
led into the Wildernefs, and had a Work of Conv’€hicn, have 
ing much greater Convictions of the Sin of both Nature and 
Practice than ever before, (tho’ with fome new Circumttan- 
ces, and fomething new in the Kind of Conviction) in fome 
with great Diftrefs, beyond what they had felt before their 
frr/t Converfion : under thefe Convi‘tions they were excited to 
ftrive for Salvation, and the Kingdom of Heaven fufter’d 
Violence from fime of them in a far more remarkable Man- 
ner than before : and after great Convictions andHumblings, 
and Agonizings with Gop, they had CurisT difcovered to 
them inew, asan All-fuflicient Saviour, and in the Glories 
of his Grace, and ina far more clear Manner than before ; 
ang with greater Humility,SelfEmptinefs and Brokennets of 
Heart, and a purer and higher Jov, and greater Defires after 
Holinefs of Life, but with greater Self-Difhidence, and diftrutt 
of their treacherous Hearts. 

One Circum/ance wherein this Work differed from that 
which had been in the Town five or fx lears before, was 
that Converfions were frequently wrougiit more fenfib!y and 
wifthly ; the Impreflions ftionger, and more maniteit by exe 
ternal Effects of them ; and the Progrefs of the Spirit of 
Gop in Conviction, from Step to Step, more apparent ; and 
the Tranfition from one State to another more fenfible and 
plain ; f& that it might, in many Initances, be as it were 
feen by By-ftanders. The preceeding Seajfon had been very 
remarkable on this Account beyond what had been before ; 
but this more remarkable than that. And in thisSeafon thefe 
apparent or vilible Converfions (if | may fo call them) were 
more frequently in the Pretence of others, at religious 
Meetings, where the Appearances of what was wroucht on 
the Heart fell under publick Obfers ation. 
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After September 1741, there feem’d to be fome Abate- 
ment ef the extraordinary Appearances that had been ; but 
yet they did not wholly ceafe, but there was fomething of 
them trom Time to Time all Winter. 

About the Beginning of February 1741,2. Mr.Buer came 
to this Town ; [ being then abfent from Home, and conti- 
nucd fo ’till about a Fortnight after. Mr. Bue preach’d 
from Day to Day, almoft every Day, in the Adeeting- Hou/e, 
(I having left to him the free Liberty of my Pulpit, hearing 
of his defigned Vifit before 1 went from Home) and fpent 
almoft the whole Time in religious Exercifes with thePeople, 
either in publick or private, the People continually thronging 
him. When he firft came, there came with him a Number 
of the zealous People from SuFF1iELD, who continued here 
for fome Time. There were very extraerdinary Effeé?s of 
Mr.Buev’s Labours ; the People were exceedingly moved, 
cry'ng out in great Numbers in the Mecting- Houfe, and great 
Part of the Congregation commonly ftaying in the Houfe of 
Gop for Hours after the publick Service, many of them in 
uncommon Circumftances. Many alfo were exceedingly 
moved in private Meetings, where Mr. Buev Was: and al- 
moft the whole Town feemed to be ina great and continual 
Commotion, Day and Night ; and there was indeed a very 
great Revivalof Religion. But it was principally among 
Pro‘effors ; the Appearances of a Work of Conver/ion were 
in no Meafure equal to what had been the Summer before. 
When I came home I found the Town in very extraordinary 
Circumftances, fuch in fome Refpects as I never faw it in 
before. Mr. Buet continued here a Fortnight or three 
Weeks atter I returned: there being ftill great Appearan- 
ces attending his Labours ; many in their religious AffeCtions 
being raifed far beyond what they ever had been before : 
and there were fame Infiances of Perfons lying in a Sort of 
Trance, remaining for perhaps a whole twenty-four Hours 
motionlefs, and with their Senfes locked up; but in the 
mean Time under ftront, Imaginations, as tho’ they went to 
Heaven, and had there a V ifion of glorious and delightful 
Obdjcéts. But when the People were raifed to this Height, 
Satan took the Advantage, and his Interpofition in many In- 
ftances foon become very apparent : and a great deal of Cau- 
tion and Pains were found neceflary to keep thePeople,many 
of them, from running wild, 
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In the Month of March I led the People into a folemn pub- 
lick RBNEWAL of their CovENAN’ withGOD. To that 
End I made a Draught of a CoveNnanr : and firft propofed 
it to fome of the principal Men in the Church ; then propo- 
fed it to the People in their feveral religious Societies, in va- 
rious Parts of the Town ; and then propofed it to the whole 
Congregation in publick ; and then depofited a Copy of it 
in the Hands of each of our four Deacons, that all that defired 
at might refort tothem, and have Opportunity to view and 
confider. it. Then the People in general that were above four- 
teen Years of Age firft fubfcribed the Covenant with theirHands, 
and then ona Day of Fafling and Prayer, all together pre- 
fented themfelves before the Lorn in his Houfe, and ftood 
up, and fulemnly manifefted their Confent to it, as thar 
Vow to GOD. The Covenant was as follows: 


A Copy of a Covenant enter’d into and fubfcribed, by 
the People of GOD at Northampton, and own’d before 
GOD in his Houfe, as their Vow to the Lorn, and made 
@ folemn Aét of publick Worfhip, by the Congregation in 
general, that were above fourteen Years of Age, on a4 
Day of Fafting and Prayer for the Continuance and In- 


treafe of the gracious Prefence of GOD in that Place. 
March 16. 1741,2. 


* A Cknowledging Gon’s great Goodnefs to us, a finful 
unworthy People, in the blefled AJanifejlations, and 

© Fruits of his gracious Prefence in this Town, both formerly 
*¢ and dately, and particularly in the very éate fpiritual Re- 
*¢ yival; and adoring the glorious Majetty, Power, and 
*¢ Grace of Gop, manitefted in the prefent wonderful Out- 
“6 pouring of his Spirit, in many Parts of this Land, and 
¢« inthis Place ; and lamenting our paft Backflidings and 
** ungrateful Departings from Gop ; and humbly begging 
*¢ of Gop, that he would not mark our Iniquities, but for 
“<< Curist’s Sake,come over the Mountains of our Sins,and 
‘< yifit us with his Salvation, and continue the Tokens of 
¢¢ his Prefence with us, and yet more glorioufly pour out his 
*¢ bleffed Spirit upon us, and make us all Partakers of the 
‘* divine Bleffings, he is, at this Day, beftowing here, and 
** in many Parts of this Land ; We do shis Day prefent ane 
s¢ Selves 
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Selves before the Lorn, to renounce our evi] Ways, and 
put away our Abominations from before Gop’s Eyes, 
and with one Accord, to Renew our Engagements to feck 
and ferve Gop : And particularly do now folemnly pro- 
mife and vow to the Lorp as follows. ---- 

«¢ In all our Converfation, Concerns, and Dealings with 
our Neighbcur, we willhave a ftri€t Regard to Rules of 
Honetty, Juftice, and Uprightnefs ; that we don’t over- 
reach or defraud our Neighbour, in any Matter,and either 
wilfully, or thro? Want of Care, injure him in any of 
his honeft Poileffions, or Rights ; and in all our Commu- 
nication, will have a tender Refpect,not only to our own 
Intereft, but alfo to the Intereft of our Neighbour ; and 
will carefully endeavour, in every Thing, to do to others, 
as we fhould expe*t, or think reafonable, that they fhould 
do to us, if we were in their Cafe, and they in ours. 

«« And particularly we will endeavour to render to every one 
his Due; & will takeHeed to our felves,that we don’t wrong 
ourNeighbour, and give them a juft Caufe of Offence,by 
wilfully, or negligently forbearing to pay our honeft Debts. 
‘s And wherein any of us, upon ftri€t Examination of 
our paft Behaviour, may be confcious to ourdelves, that 
we have by any Means, wrong’d any of our Neighbours 
in their outward Eftatc ; we will not reft, ’till we have 
made that Reffitution, or given that Satisfad?ion, which 
the Rules of mora] Equity require: or if we are, on a 
ftri€t and impartial Search, confcious to our felves, that 
we have in any other Refpect, confiderably injured our 


Neighbour ; we will truly endeavour to do that, which 


we, in our Confciences, fuppofe Chriftian Rules require, 
in Order to a Reparation of the Injury, and remeving the 
Offence given thereby. 
‘¢ And furthermore we promife, that we will not allow 
our felves in Backbiting ; and that we will take greatHeed 
to our felves to avoid all Violations of thofe ChriftianRules, 
Tit. 3. 2. Speak Evil of no Man. Jam. 4.11. Speak not 
Evil one of another, Brethren. And 2 Cor. 12. 20. Le 
there be Strifes, Backbitings, Whifperings. And that we 
will not only, mot flander cur Neighbour, but alfo will not, 
to feed a Spirit of Bitternets, Ill-Will, or fecret Grudge 
againft our Neighbour, infitt on Ais real Faults, needledly, 
and when not called to it; or from fuch a Spirit, fpeak of 
** his 
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‘© his Failings and Blemifhes with Ridicu/e, or an Air of 
“* Contempt. 

«© And we promife that we will be very careful to avoid 
‘© doing any Thing to our Neighbour from a Spirit of Res 
‘* venge. And that we will take great Care that we do not, 
‘* for private Intereft, or our own Honour, or to maintain 
‘© our felves againft thofe of a contrary Party, or to get our 
«« Wills, or to promote any Defign in Oppofition to others, 
** do thofe Things which we, on the moft impartial Confi- 
*¢ deration we are capable of, can think in our Coniciences, 
*¢ will tend to wound Religion, and the Intereff of Curist’s 
‘© Kingdom. 

** And particularly, that fo far as any of us, by divinePro- 
*¢ vidence, have any fpecial Influence upon others, to lead 
‘* them, in the Management of publick Affairs; we will 
** not make our own worldly Gain, or Honour, or Intereft 
** in the Affections of others, or getting the better of any 
‘* of a contrary Party, that are in any Refpect our Compe- 
‘© titors, or the bringing, or keeping them down, our go- 
** verning Aim, to the Prejudice of the Intercft of Religion, 
«« and the Honour of Curist. 

‘© And in the Management of any pudiich Affair,wherein 
“¢ there is a Difference of Opinions, concerning any out- 
*« ward Poffeffions, Priviledges. Rights or Properties ; we 
*¢ will not wittingly violate Juflice, for private Intereft : and 
** with the greateft Strictnels and Watchtulnefs,w ill avon all 
*¢ unchriftian Bitterne/s, | chemence, and Heat of Spirit 5 yea 
‘© tho’ we fhould think cur felves injured by a contrery Party : 
** and in the Time of the Management ot fuch Affairs, will 
** efpecially watch over our felves, our Spirits, and our 
** Tong rues, to avoid all unchriftian Inverghings, Reproac!- 


La 


e¢ gy fter Refi AcDings, judging and ridi¢u.ing thers ,cither 
IN pL ublick Meetings, or in private Converfation, either 
** to Men’s Faces, or behind their Backs ; but will greatly 
** endeavour, fo far as we are concerned, that all fhould be 
** managed with Chriflian Aumitity, Gentlene/i, Quseine/s 
6 and Leve. 

*¢ And turthermore we promile that we wil! not tolerate 
*¢ the Exercife of Emmity and /)- Mill, or Revenge in our 
os saeertty sgank any of our Neichbours; and we will 
86 often be firs by fear ching GMA sXamining our diearts with 

Refpect to that Marte 
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